
 

 
 

6th Grade Instructional Blueprint and Supporting Documents 

• Instructional Blueprint 
• 6-8 Strand Alignment and Inquiry Strand 

 
Quarter One Unit Guides 
Quarter Two Unit Guides 

Quarter Three Unit Guides 
Quarter Four Unit Guides 

 



6th Grade Instructional Blueprint 
6th Grade (World Studies I) – The World Studies I course is an infused study of the six social studies strands. Students will focus on the 
emergence, expansion, and decline of civilizations from the Paleolithic Era to 1400 CE. A conscious effort should be made to include an 
integrated study of various societies and regions from every continent. Please refer to the 6th Grade Social Studies Unpacking Document for 
extra support. Each unit (apart from the first unit) is aligned to ALL the standards and its objectives. 

Unit Title 
Geography and 

Historical 
Thinking Skills 

Early Man and 
Mesopotamia Egypt Greece Rome India 

Duration 2 Weeks 3 Weeks 3 Weeks 4 Weeks 4 Weeks 3 Weeks 

Unit Title China Japan 
African 

Kingdoms Mesoamerica Middle Ages  

Duration 3 Weeks 3 Weeks 3 Weeks 3 Weeks 3 Weeks  

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.dpi.nc.gov/media/12220/open


6-8 Strand Alignment – Use the Social Studies Strand Maps to see full document. 

History Geography Economics Civics and 
Government 

Behavioral Science 

GRADE 6-8 
Concepts 
● Cause 
● Civilization 
● Impact/Influence 
● Perspective/Historical 
Perspective 
● Narrative 
● Growth 
● Group 
● Innovation 
Common Conceptual 
Thread 
● Cause 
● Impact/Influence 
● Perspective 
Understandings 
● Individuals and groups can 
cause change 
in a society through the 
influence of 
ideas, technology, and 
cooperative 
efforts. 
● Individuals may often 
overcome 
oppression and injustice 
through 
resistance and resilience. 
● Technology and 
innovation contribute to 
change in societies. 
Skill Development 
● Both, Grade 6 and Grade 7, 
expect 
students to continue to build 
upon the 
use of primary and 
secondary sources by 
beginning to learn how to 
use competing 

GRADES 6-8: 
Concepts 
● Civilization 
● Society 
● Movement 
● Settlement 
● Migration 
● Environment 
Common Conceptual 
Thread 
● Movement 
● Migration 
● People 
● Location 
● Place 
● Environment 
Understandings 
● Location and place may 
impact the 
movement and migration of 
people. 
● The development of 
civilizations and 
societies impact the 
environment. 

GRADES 6-8 
Concepts 
● Network 
● System 
● Economic Activity 
● Economic System 
● Financial Practice 
● Economic Decision 
● Competition 
● Growth 
● Decline 
● Business 
● Industry 
● Trade 
Common Conceptual 
Thread 
● Trade 
● Growth 
● Decline 
● Economic Decision 
● Economic System 
Understandings 
● Economic factors and 
decisions impact 
economic systems, 
societies, individuals, 
communities and 
businesses. 
● Industry and trade impact 
the economy 
and economic growth and 
decline. 

Grades 6-8 
Concepts 
● Structure 
● Origins or Founding 
● Laws 
● Religious Beliefs 
● Government 
Common Conceptual 
Thread 
● Origin/Founding 
● Structure 
● Function 
● Government 
Understandings 
● Beliefs and ideas help 
shape government and 
society. 
● Governments can be 
based on the ideals and 
beliefs of the society from 
which they form or 
from outside influences. 

Grades 6-8 
Concepts 
● Tradition 
● Identity 
● Values 
● Beliefs 
● Culture 
● Religion 
● Civilization 
● Equality 
● Inclusivity 
● Religion 
Common Conceptual 
Thread 
● Values 
● Beliefs 
● Individual 
● Group 
● Society 
● Equality 
Understandings 
● Identity, values, and 
beliefs contribute to the 
cultural development of 
states, nations, and 
civilizations. 

https://www.dpi.nc.gov/social-studies-strand-maps-fall-2021-implementation


historical narratives to 
interpret 
perspective. 
● All students in grades 6-8 
should be able 
to construct arguments 
consisting of 
multiple claims, with 
evidence from 
sources and attention to 
disciplinary 
detail. 

 

6-8 Inquiry Standards 

 



Websites for Social Studies Resources 
Below is a list of websites that could be useful to find primary sources to supplement our class content. As always, please make sure that 
content and sources used are grade appropriate and aligned with the North Carolina Social Studies Standards. Links to resources have been 
placed in suggested content areas, however multiple content areas can use the links.  

General - 
Includes 
technology 
platforms 
that can be 
used.  

World 
History 

American 
History 

Civics and 
Economics 
(can also be 
used for Civic 
Literacy) 

North 
Carolina 
History (with 
an Onslow 
County 
splash) 

Sociology Psychology Maps and 
Geography 

Economic 
and Personal 
Finance 

EDSITEment! 
 
PBS Learning 
 
Public Domain 
Review 
 
Go Open NC – 
a database of 
lesson plans 
and resources 
that can be 
accessed 
through NC 
EDCloud 
 
Padlet 
 
Flipgrid 
 
Peardeck 
 
Nearpod 
 
Apex 
 
Newsela 
 
Edulastic 
 
Wakelet 
 

Ducksters  
 
Eyewitness to 
History 
 
Library of 
Congress 
 
Standford 
History 
Education 
Group 
 
World Digital 
Library 
 
NC Council on 
the Holocaust 
 
United States 
Holocaust 
Memorial 
Museum   
 
Archeological 
Institute 
 
MrDonn.Org 
 
Teaching 
Archeology  
 

America in 
Class 
 
Amistad 
Digital 
Reosurce 
 
Founders 
Online 
 
American 
Battlefield 
Trust 
 
Digital History 
 
HERB 
 
Making of 
America 
 
Primary 
sources from 
Lone Star 
College 
 
Teach US 
History 
 
Smithsonian 
 

Bill of Rights 
Institute 
 
Center on 
Congress at 
Indiana 
University 
 
iCivics 
 
Living Room 
Candidate 
 
DocsTeach 
 
Oyez 
 
NewseumED 
 
Online 
Presidential 
Libraries 
 
Judicial 
Learning 
Center 
 

Almost 
Everything 
You Need to 
Know about 
NC! 
 
NCPedia and 
the NC Digital 
Textbook 
 
North Carolina 
Museum 
 
North Carolina 
Historic Sites 
 
Onslow 
County 
Museum 
 
Onslow 
County 
Historic Sites 
 
NC Kids Page 
 
North Carolina 
History and 
Archives 
Education 
Resources  
 

American 
Sociological 
Association 
 
Sociology 
Central 
 
Institute of 
Social 
Research 
 
Contexts  
 
 

American 
Psychological 
Association 
 
Learn 
Genetics 
 
Psych Central   

Historic Maps 
of American 
History 
 
National 
Geographic 
 
North Carolina 
Maps 
 
App State 
Maps 
Teaching 
Resources 
 
National 
Geographic 
Kids 
 
Google Earth 
 
Enchanted 
Learning 
 
Four 
Geographical 
Factors 
Influencing 
Culture 
 

Personal 
Finance 
Literacy 
Resources 
 
North Carolina 
Council on 
Economic 
Finance 

https://sites.google.com/dpi.nc.gov/social-studies/newly-approved-k-12-social-studies-standards
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans
https://unctv.pbslearningmedia.org/subjects/social-studies/
https://publicdomainreview.org/collections
https://publicdomainreview.org/collections
https://static.flipgrid.com/docs/Flipgrid_social_studies.pdf
https://www.peardeck.com/templates
https://learn.wakelet.com/
https://www.ducksters.com/history/
http://eyewitnesstohistory.com/
http://eyewitnesstohistory.com/
https://www.loc.gov/education/
https://www.loc.gov/education/
https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons?f%5B0%5D=topic%3A9#main-content#main-content#main-content
https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons?f%5B0%5D=topic%3A9#main-content#main-content#main-content
https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons?f%5B0%5D=topic%3A9#main-content#main-content#main-content
https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons?f%5B0%5D=topic%3A9#main-content#main-content#main-content
https://www.wdl.org/en/
https://www.wdl.org/en/
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/classroom-resources/k-12-standards-curriculum-and-instruction/programs-and-initiatives/nc-council-holocaust
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/classroom-resources/k-12-standards-curriculum-and-instruction/programs-and-initiatives/nc-council-holocaust
https://www.ushmm.org/
https://www.ushmm.org/
https://www.ushmm.org/
https://www.ushmm.org/
https://www.archaeological.org/programs/educators/lesson-plans/
https://www.archaeological.org/programs/educators/lesson-plans/
https://www.mrdonn.org/
https://www.saa.org/education-outreach/teaching-archaeology/k-12-activities-resources
https://www.saa.org/education-outreach/teaching-archaeology/k-12-activities-resources
https://americainclass.org/
https://americainclass.org/
https://www.amistadresource.org/
https://www.amistadresource.org/
https://www.amistadresource.org/
https://founders.archives.gov/
https://founders.archives.gov/
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/educators
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/educators
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/educators
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/
https://shec.ashp.cuny.edu/
https://collections.library.cornell.edu/moa_new/index.html
https://collections.library.cornell.edu/moa_new/index.html
https://kwlibguides.lonestar.edu/PrimarySources-History/Home
https://kwlibguides.lonestar.edu/PrimarySources-History/Home
https://kwlibguides.lonestar.edu/PrimarySources-History/Home
https://kwlibguides.lonestar.edu/PrimarySources-History/Home
http://www.teachushistory.org/
http://www.teachushistory.org/
https://www.si.edu/educators/resources
https://www.billofrightsinstitute.org/
https://www.billofrightsinstitute.org/
https://corg.iu.edu/index.html
https://corg.iu.edu/index.html
https://corg.iu.edu/index.html
https://corg.iu.edu/index.html
https://www.icivics.org/
http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/commercials/1952
http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/commercials/1952
https://www.docsteach.org/documents
https://www.oyez.org/
https://newseumed.org/
https://www.archives.gov/presidential-libraries
https://www.archives.gov/presidential-libraries
https://www.archives.gov/presidential-libraries
https://judiciallearningcenter.org/educator-center/
https://judiciallearningcenter.org/educator-center/
https://judiciallearningcenter.org/educator-center/
https://www.carolana.com/NC/home.html
https://www.carolana.com/NC/home.html
https://www.carolana.com/NC/home.html
https://www.carolana.com/NC/home.html
https://www.carolana.com/NC/home.html
https://www.ncpedia.org/anchor/anchor
https://www.ncpedia.org/anchor/anchor
https://www.ncpedia.org/anchor/anchor
https://www.ncmuseumofhistory.org/
https://www.ncmuseumofhistory.org/
https://historicsites.nc.gov/
https://historicsites.nc.gov/
http://www.onslowcountync.gov/museum
http://www.onslowcountync.gov/museum
http://www.onslowcountync.gov/museum
https://www.onlyinonslow.com/history-memorials/
https://www.onlyinonslow.com/history-memorials/
https://www.onlyinonslow.com/history-memorials/
https://www.sosnc.gov/divisions/publications/kids_page
https://www.ncdcr.gov/history-and-archives-education
https://www.ncdcr.gov/history-and-archives-education
https://www.ncdcr.gov/history-and-archives-education
https://www.ncdcr.gov/history-and-archives-education
https://www.ncdcr.gov/history-and-archives-education
https://www.asanet.org/communities-sections/high-school-teachers
https://www.asanet.org/communities-sections/high-school-teachers
https://www.asanet.org/communities-sections/high-school-teachers
http://www.sociology.org.uk/
http://www.sociology.org.uk/
https://isr.umich.edu/
https://isr.umich.edu/
https://isr.umich.edu/
https://contexts.org/
https://www.apa.org/education-career#k12
https://www.apa.org/education-career#k12
https://www.apa.org/education-career#k12
https://learn.genetics.utah.edu/
https://learn.genetics.utah.edu/
https://psychcentral.com/
https://publications.newberry.org/k12maps/module_index/index.html
https://publications.newberry.org/k12maps/module_index/index.html
https://publications.newberry.org/k12maps/module_index/index.html
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/map/?ar_a=1&page=1&map_types=55
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/map/?ar_a=1&page=1&map_types=55
https://web.lib.unc.edu/nc-maps/index.php
https://web.lib.unc.edu/nc-maps/index.php
https://geo.appstate.edu/ncga/teaching-resources
https://geo.appstate.edu/ncga/teaching-resources
https://geo.appstate.edu/ncga/teaching-resources
https://geo.appstate.edu/ncga/teaching-resources
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/
https://earth.google.com/web/@0,0,-123.47391899a,30000000d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CgQSAggB
https://www.enchantedlearning.com/geography/
https://www.enchantedlearning.com/geography/
https://sciencing.com/four-geographical-factors-influencing-culture-22061.html
https://sciencing.com/four-geographical-factors-influencing-culture-22061.html
https://sciencing.com/four-geographical-factors-influencing-culture-22061.html
https://sciencing.com/four-geographical-factors-influencing-culture-22061.html
https://sciencing.com/four-geographical-factors-influencing-culture-22061.html
https://sites.google.com/dpi.nc.gov/social-studies/resources/personal-financial-literacy-resources?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/dpi.nc.gov/social-studies/resources/personal-financial-literacy-resources?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/dpi.nc.gov/social-studies/resources/personal-financial-literacy-resources?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/dpi.nc.gov/social-studies/resources/personal-financial-literacy-resources?authuser=0
https://www.nccee.org/financial-literacy-programs/financial-education-resources/
https://www.nccee.org/financial-literacy-programs/financial-education-resources/
https://www.nccee.org/financial-literacy-programs/financial-education-resources/
https://www.nccee.org/financial-literacy-programs/financial-education-resources/


National 
Geographic 
Graphic 
Organizers 
 

Facing History 
and Ourselves 
 

US-Mexico 
War 
 
African 
American 
Odyssey 
 
New York 
Digital Library  
 
Mount Vernon 
Primary 
Sources 
 
National Park 
Service 
 
Thomas 
Jefferson's 
Monticello 
Resources 
 
Teaching 
American 
History 
 
Gilder 
Lehrman 
Institute of 
American 
History 
 
Carolina K-12 
 
Teaching with 
Primary 
Sources 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/topics/graphic-organizer/?q=&page=1&per_page=25
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/topics/graphic-organizer/?q=&page=1&per_page=25
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/topics/graphic-organizer/?q=&page=1&per_page=25
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/topics/graphic-organizer/?q=&page=1&per_page=25
https://www.facinghistory.org/
https://www.facinghistory.org/
https://library.uta.edu/usmexicowar/
https://library.uta.edu/usmexicowar/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aointro.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aointro.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aointro.html
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/
https://www.mountvernon.org/education/primary-sources-2/
https://www.mountvernon.org/education/primary-sources-2/
https://www.mountvernon.org/education/primary-sources-2/
https://www.nps.gov/teachers/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/teachers/index.htm
https://www.monticello.org/research-education/for-educators/
https://www.monticello.org/research-education/for-educators/
https://www.monticello.org/research-education/for-educators/
https://www.monticello.org/research-education/for-educators/
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/
https://k12database.unc.edu/
https://www.waynesburg.edu/community/tps-eastern-region/ideas-activities-and-plans
https://www.waynesburg.edu/community/tps-eastern-region/ideas-activities-and-plans
https://www.waynesburg.edu/community/tps-eastern-region/ideas-activities-and-plans


Quarter 1:  

• Geography and Historical Thinking Skills 
• Early Man and Mesopotamia 
• Egypt 

 
High Yield Strategies: More High Yield Strategies can be found on the OCS Website (must be logged in) 

Hexagonal Thinking – templates are in Planning Help 

Planning Help 

Graphic Organizers 

Journaling in the History Classroom 

 

Use 6th Grade Social Studies Unpacking Document for Extra Support.  
 

 

Resources below may require a teacher registration or log-in. Everyone has access to Discovery Education in Onslow County. 
Contact your media specialist or DLTF for login assistance.  

 

 

 

Back to pacing Glance 

 

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/hexagonal-thinking/
https://onslowcountyschools.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/6-8MiddleSocialStudies2019-20/Eolq-WHkQmZPi3x5HKpLT-cB-XtJXdv1m_dkDFaVt0kGGQ?e=ykFmab
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/free-graphic-organizer-templates
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/journals-facing-history-classroom
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/social-studies-6th-grade-unpacking-document-fall-2021-implementation


Unit One Guide: Geography and Historical Thinking Skills – 2 Weeks                                                                                            Back to Pacing Glance 
Priority Objectives Overview 

6.B.1.1 Explain how religion, tradition, and 
cultural practice influence the 
development of civilizations and societies 
in Africa, Asia, Europe and the Americas. 
6.E.1.1 Explain how trade routes and 
economic networks contribute to the 
development of civilizations, empires, 
and classical societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe, and the Americas.  
6.G.1.1 Explain how human and physical 
characteristics impacted migration and 
settlement in various regions in Africa, 
Asia, Europe and the Americas. 
6.G.1.2 Explain how movement and 
settlement patterns affected the 
development of civilizations, empires, 
and societies in Africa, Asia, Europe, and 
the Americas. 
6.G.1.4 Explain how societies in Africa, 
Asia, Europe and the Americas modified 
and adapted to the environment based 
on topography, climate, bodies of water, 
and natural resources. 
6.H.1.3 Compare multiple perspectives of 
various historical events in civilizations in 
Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas 
using primary and secondary sources. 
6.I.1.3 Analyze details, central ideas, and 
inferences from sources using discipline-
specific strategies. 
6.I.1.4 Assess the credibility of primary 
and secondary sources using the origin, 
authority, structure, credibility, reliability, 
and context of the sources to guide the 
selection. 
6.I.1.5 Identify evidence that draws 
information from multiple perspectives. 
6.I.1.6 Construct claims and 
counterclaims using evidence while 
pointing out the strengths and limitations 
of both based on multiple sources. 
 

This unit is a general overview of the skills that it takes to study history and geography. This unit lays the 
groundwork for the study of world history by exploring the relationship between physical geography and 
human geography. This will start with an exploration of the factors which define inquiry and how we study 
history. They will then study physical features and map skills and what factors complete a civilization. 

Sample Learning Targets Possible Key Terms/Topics 
1.  I can investigate events from the past 

using a variety of sources.  
2. I can use map skills to understand where 

and why people settled where they did,  
3. I can identify the contributing factors of a 

society.  

• artifacts 
• archaeology 
• primary sources 
• secondary sources 
• Physical features 
• civilization 
• resources 
• evidence 
• claim 
• physical map 
• equator 
• prime meridian 
• latitude lines 
• longitude lines 
• peninsula 
• climate 
• natural resources 
• push factor 
• pull factor 
• culture 
• movement/migration 

 

 
Sources/Strategies 
 
Stanford History Education Group Lessons 
 
Smithsonian Historical Thinking 
 
National Geographic Education 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sheg.stanford.edu/list-reading-historian-lessons
https://learninglab.si.edu/search/?f%5B_types%5D%5B%5D=ll_collection&st=%23historicalthinking&s=&page=1
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/society/education-resources/


Unit Two: Early Man and Mesopotamia – 3 Weeks                                                                                                                                 Back to Pacing Glance 
Priority Objectives Overview 

Inquiry Strand 
6.B.1.1 Explain how religion, tradition, 
and cultural practice influence the 
development of civilizations and 
societies in Africa, Asia, Europe, and 
the Americas. 
6.B.1.2 Explain how artistic 
expressions reflect the values of 
civilizations in Africa, Asia, Europe 
and the Americas. 
6.B.1.3 Compare systems of social 
structure within various civilizations 
and societies in Africa, Asia, Europe 
and the Americas over time. 
6.C&G.1.1 Compare the structures of 
governmental systems in 
civilizations and societies in Africa, 
Asia, Europe and the Americas. 
6.C&G. 1.2 Compare how different 
types of government maintain power 
and authority. 
6.C&G. 1.3 Compare the 
requirements for citizenship under 
various civilizations, empires, and 
societies. 

This unit starts to apply the skills that students learned in the first unit. Students will understand that 
geography, culture, economics, government, and historical events impacted and shaped early human 
societies and the formation of the Mesopotamian civilization.  

Sample Learning Targets Possible Key Terms/Topics 
1. I can explain how religion and tradition factored in 

the development of Mesopotamia.  
2. I can explain the importance of artistic expression 

to the early man and Mesopotamia.  
3. I can compare the social systems of early man and 

Mesopotamia.  
4. I can compare the government systems of early 

man and Mesopotamia.  
5. I can summarize how the beliefs of the early man 

societies and Mesopotamia affected their 
development.  

6. I can explain how trade routes affected the 
development to Mesopotamia.  

7. I can explain how geography impacted early 
societies and civilizations.  

8. I can explain the roles of different leaders and their 
actions in Mesopotamia.  

 

• Hunter-Gatherers 
• Agricultural Revolution 
• Migration 
• Technological Innovation 
• Needs and Wants 
• Geographic Features 
• Human-Environmental 

Interaction 
• Neolithic Revolution 
• Division of Labor 
• Social Structure 
• Gender Roles 
• Cultural Expression 
• River Valley Civilization 
• Fertile Crescent 
• Law Codes 
• Writing System 



6.C&G. 1.4 Compare the evolution of 
laws and legal systems in various 
civilizations, empires, and societies in 
Africa, Asia, Europe and the 
Americas. 
6.C&G.1.5 Summarize the beliefs and 
practices that shaped power and 
authority in various civilizations, 
empires, and societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe, and the Americas. 
6.C&G.1.6 Explain the reasons for the 
rise and fall of governments and 
authority in civilizations and empires 
of Africa, Asia, Europe, and the 
Americas. 
6.E.1.1 Explain how trade routes and 
economic networks contribute to the 
development of civilizations, 
empires, and classical societies in 
Africa, Asia, Europe, and the 
Americas. 
6.E.1.2 Explain the economic reasons 
for the rise and fall of civilizations, 
empires, and societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe, and the Americas. 
6.G.1.1 Explain how human and 
physical characteristics impacted 
migration and settlement in various 
regions in Africa, Asia, Europe and 
the Americas 
6.G.1.2 Explain how movement and 
settlement patterns affected the 
development of civilizations, 
empires, and societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe, and the Americas. 
6.G.1.3 Explain how innovation and 
technology influenced the migration 
and settlement of people and the 
flow of goods and ideas in various 
civilizations and empires in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 
6.G.1.4 Explain how societies in 
Africa, Asia, Europe, and the 
Americas modified and adapted to 
the environment based on 

Sources/Strategies 
 
Actively Learn: Early Humans and Early Societies - 
https://read.activelylearn.com/#teacher/catalog/social-
studies/early-humans 
 
Actively Learn: Early Societies - 
https://read.activelylearn.com/#teacher/catalog/social-
studies/ancient-river-valley-civilizations 
 
Discovery Education - Mesopotamia 
 
 

• Epic Poetry 
• Monotheism vs. Polytheism 
• Empires 
• Innovations 
• Cuneiform 

 

https://read.activelylearn.com/#teacher/catalog/social-studies/early-humans
https://read.activelylearn.com/#teacher/catalog/social-studies/early-humans
https://read.activelylearn.com/#teacher/catalog/social-studies/ancient-river-valley-civilizations
https://read.activelylearn.com/#teacher/catalog/social-studies/ancient-river-valley-civilizations
https://clever.discoveryeducation.com/learn/search?q=Mesopotamia&grade_id=5d4418a2-d98a-4212-88ad-c7ee11956ddd&grade_id=b10f8967-865e-45d9-af38-25a4308ef9c1&grade_id=650b6512-e320-45a3-b00f-27c7d8d89972


topography, climate, bodies of 
water, and natural resources. 
6.H.1.1 Explain the role various 
events, people, and groups played in 
the rise, fall, and transformation of 
societies in Africa, Asia, Europe, and 
the Americas. 
6.H.1.2 Explain the enduring impact 
of the achievements of ancient 
civilizations in Africa, Asia, Europe, 
and the Americas in terms of the 
relevance of present-day society. 
6.H.1.3 Compare multiple 
perspectives of various historical 
events in civilizations in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas 
using primary and secondary 
sources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit Three Guide: Egypt - 3 Weeks                                                                                                                                                              Back to Pacing Glance 
Priority Objectives Overview 

Inquiry Strand 
6.B.1.1 Explain how religion, tradition, 
and cultural practice influence the 
development of civilizations and 
societies in Africa, Asia, Europe and 
the Americas. 
6.B.1.2 Explain how artistic 
expressions reflect the values of 
civilizations in Africa, Asia, Europe 
and the Americas. 
6.B.1.3 Compare systems of social 
structure within various civilizations 
and societies in Africa, Asia, Europe 
and the Americas over time. 
6.C&G.1.1 Compare the structures of 
governmental systems in civilizations 
and societies in Africa, Asia, Europe 
and the Americas. 
6.C&G. 1.2 Compare how different 
types of government maintain power 
and authority. 
6.C&G. 1.3 Compare the requirements 
for citizenship under various 
civilizations, empires, and societies. 
6.C&G. 1.4 Compare the evolution of 
laws and legal systems in various 

This unit spirals through the same objectives and skills as the first two. Students will explore Egypt 
through its many pharaohs, gods, and values. Students should understand how geography, culture, 
religion, government, and historical events impacted Egypt.  

Sample Learning Targets Possible Key Terms/Topics 
1. I can explain how religion and tradition factored in 

the development of Egypt.  
2. I can explain the importance of artistic expression 

to Egypt.  
3. I can compare the social systems of Egypt to prior 

civilizations.  
4. I can compare the government systems of Egypt to 

prior civilizations.  
5. I can summarize how the beliefs of Egypt affected 

its development.  
6. I can explain how trade routes affected the 

development of Egypt.  
7. I can explain how geography impacted early 

societies and civilizations.  
8. I can explain the roles of different leaders and their 

actions in Egypt.  
 
 

• Monotheism vs. Polytheism 
• Conflict and Invasion 
• Social Structures 
• Agriculture 
• River Valley Civilization 
• Divine Right to Rule 
• Trade Networks and Routes  
• Division of Labor 
• Technological and Engineering 

Innovations 
• Hieroglyphic 
• Pharoah 
• Papyrus 
• Nile River 
• Oasis 
• Silt 
• Dynasty 
• Delta 



civilizations, empires, and societies in 
Africa, Asia, Europe and the 
Americas. 
6.C&G.1.5 Summarize the beliefs and 
practices that shaped power and 
authority in various civilizations, 
empires, and societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas. 
6.C&G.1.6 Explain the reasons for the 
rise and fall of governments and 
authority in civilizations and empires 
of Africa, Asia, Europe, and the 
Americas. 
6.E.1.1 Explain how trade routes and 
economic networks contribute to the 
development of civilizations, 
empires, and classical societies in 
Africa, Asia, Europe, and the 
Americas. 
6.E.1.2 Explain the economic reasons 
for the rise and fall of civilizations, 
empires, and societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe, and the Americas. 
6.G.1.1 Explain how human and 
physical characteristics impacted 
migration and settlement in various 
regions in Africa, Asia, Europe and 
the Americas 
6.G.1.2 Explain how movement and 
settlement patterns affected the 
development of civilizations, 
empires, and societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe, and the Americas. 
6.G.1.3 Explain how innovation and 
technology influenced the migration 
and settlement of people and the 
flow of goods and ideas in various 
civilizations and empires in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 
6.G.1.4 Explain how societies in Africa, 
Asia, Europe and the Americas 
modified and adapted to the 
environment based on topography, 
climate, bodies of water, and natural 
resources. 

Sources/Strategies 
 
Actively Learn: Early Societies - 
https://read.activelylearn.com/#teacher/catalog/social-
studies/ancient-river-valley-civilizations 
 
Discovery Education - Egypt 

 

https://read.activelylearn.com/#teacher/catalog/social-studies/ancient-river-valley-civilizations
https://read.activelylearn.com/#teacher/catalog/social-studies/ancient-river-valley-civilizations
https://clever.discoveryeducation.com/learn/search?q=Egypt&grade_id=5d4418a2-d98a-4212-88ad-c7ee11956ddd&grade_id=b10f8967-865e-45d9-af38-25a4308ef9c1&grade_id=650b6512-e320-45a3-b00f-27c7d8d89972


6.H.1.1 Explain the role various 
events, people, and groups played in 
the rise, fall, and transformation of 
societies in Africa, Asia, Europe, and 
the Americas. 
6.H.1.2 Explain the enduring impact of 
the achievements of ancient 
civilizations in Africa, Asia, Europe, 
and the Americas in terms of the 
relevance of present-day society. 
6.H.1.3 Compare multiple 
perspectives of various historical 
events in civilizations in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas 
using primary and secondary 
sources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Quarter 2:  

• Greece 
• Rome 

 

 

High Yield Strategies: More High Yield Strategies can be found on the OCS Website (must be logged in) 

Hexagonal Thinking – templates are in Planning Help 

Planning Help 

Graphic Organizers 

Journaling in the History Classroom 

 

Use 6th Grade Social Studies Unpacking Document for Extra Support.  
 

 

Resources below may require a teacher registration or log-in. Everyone has access to Discovery Education in Onslow County. 
Contact your media specialist or DLTF for login assistance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/hexagonal-thinking/
https://onslowcountyschools.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/6-8MiddleSocialStudies2019-20/Eolq-WHkQmZPi3x5HKpLT-cB-XtJXdv1m_dkDFaVt0kGGQ?e=ykFmab
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/free-graphic-organizer-templates
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/journals-facing-history-classroom
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/social-studies-6th-grade-unpacking-document-fall-2021-implementation


 

Unit Four Guide: Greece - 4 Weeks                                                                                                                                                              Back to Pacing Glance 
Priority Objectives Overview 

Inquiry Strand 
6.B.1.1 Explain how religion, tradition, and 
cultural practice influence the development 
of civilizations and societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas. 
6.B.1.2 Explain how artistic expressions reflect 
the values of civilizations in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas. 
6.B.1.3 Compare systems of social structure 
within various civilizations and societies in 
Africa, Asia, Europe and the Americas over 
time. 
6.C&G.1.1 Compare the structures of 
governmental systems in civilizations and 
societies in Africa, Asia, Europe and the 
Americas. 
6.C&G. 1.2 Compare how different types of 
government maintain power and authority. 
6.C&G. 1.3 Compare the requirements for 
citizenship under various civilizations, 
empires, and societies. 
6.C&G. 1.4 Compare the evolution of laws and 
legal systems in various civilizations, empires, 

This unit spirals through the same objectives and skills as the first three. Students will explore 
Greece through its many gods, values, political ideals, and artistic creations. Students should 
understand how geography, culture, religion, government, and historical events impacted 
Greece.  

Sample Learning Targets Possible Key Terms/Topics 
• I can explain the need for order that 

gave rise for the rise of 
governments,  

• I can identify the rights and 
responsibilities of citizens in 
societies.  

• I can describe the major physical 
features of Greece.  

• I can identify the cultural 
achievements of Ancient Greece.  

 

Polis 
Peninsula 
Citizen 
Democracy 
Monarchs 
Conquer 
Rights 
Responsibilities 
Alexander the Great 
Expression 
Values 
Aristocrat 
Comedy 
Tragedy 
Philosopher 
Mythology 



and societies in Africa, Asia, Europe and the 
Americas. 
6.C&G.1.5 Summarize the beliefs and practices 
that shaped power and authority in various 
civilizations, empires, and societies in Africa, 
Asia, Europe and the Americas. 
6.C&G.1.6 Explain the reasons for the rise and 
fall of governments and authority in 
civilizations and empires of Africa, Asia, 
Europe, and the Americas. 
6.E.1.1 Explain how trade routes and economic 
networks contribute to the development of 
civilizations, empires, and classical societies in 
Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 
6.E.1.2 Explain the economic reasons for the 
rise and fall of civilizations, empires, and 
societies in Africa, Asia, Europe, and the 
Americas. 
6.G.1.1 Explain how human and physical 
characteristics impacted migration and 
settlement in various regions in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas 
6.G.1.2 Explain how movement and settlement 
patterns affected the development of 
civilizations, empires, and societies in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 
6.G.1.3 Explain how innovation and technology 
influenced the migration and settlement of 
people and the flow of goods and ideas in 
various civilizations and empires in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 
6.G.1.4 Explain how societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas modified and 
adapted to the environment based on 
topography, climate, bodies of water, and 
natural resources. 
6.H.1.1 Explain the role various events, people, 
and groups played in the rise, fall, and 
transformation of societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe, and the Americas. 
6.H.1.2 Explain the enduring impact of the 
achievements of ancient civilizations in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas in terms of the 
relevance of present-day society. 

Sources/Strategies 
 
Actively Learn: Early Societies – Empires 
and Civilizations: Greece 
 
Discovery Education - Greece 
 
Common Lit: Ancient Greece 

Mediterranean Sea 
Sparta  
Hippocrates 
Battle of Thermopylae 
Philosophers (Socrates, Plato, Aristotle) 
Pythagoras 
Homer- Odyssey and Iliad 
Peloponnesian War 
Trojan Horse 
Athens 
Alexandria 
Olympics 
Empire 
General Assembly 
Majority rule 
One man, one vote 
Oligarchy 
Tyranny 
Mycenaeans 
 

https://read.activelylearn.com/#teacher/catalog/social-studies/greece-and-rome
https://read.activelylearn.com/#teacher/catalog/social-studies/greece-and-rome
https://clever.discoveryeducation.com/learn/channels/channel/9faf7948-88cc-4794-b37b-27e8e52d2389?embed=false&embed_origin=false
https://www.commonlit.org/en/text-sets/ancient-greece


6.H.1.3 Compare multiple perspectives of 
various historical events in civilizations in 
Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas 
using primary and secondary sources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit Five Guide: Rome - 4 Weeks                                                                                                                                                              Back to Pacing Glance 
Priority Objectives Overview 

Inquiry Strand 
6.B.1.1 Explain how religion, tradition, and 
cultural practice influence the development 
of civilizations and societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas. 
6.B.1.2 Explain how artistic expressions reflect 
the values of civilizations in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas. 
6.B.1.3 Compare systems of social structure 
within various civilizations and societies in 
Africa, Asia, Europe and the Americas over 
time. 
6.C&G.1.1 Compare the structures of 
governmental systems in civilizations and 
societies in Africa, Asia, Europe and the 
Americas. 
6.C&G. 1.2 Compare how different types of 
government maintain power and authority. 
6.C&G. 1.3 Compare the requirements for 
citizenship under various civilizations, 
empires, and societies. 
6.C&G. 1.4 Compare the evolution of laws and 
legal systems in various civilizations, empires, 
and societies in Africa, Asia, Europe and the 
Americas. 
6.C&G.1.5 Summarize the beliefs and practices 
that shaped power and authority in various 
civilizations, empires, and societies in Africa, 
Asia, Europe and the Americas. 
6.C&G.1.6 Explain the reasons for the rise and 
fall of governments and authority in 
civilizations and empires of Africa, Asia, 
Europe, and the Americas. 
6.E.1.1 Explain how trade routes and economic 
networks contribute to the development of 
civilizations, empires, and classical societies in 
Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 
6.E.1.2 Explain the economic reasons for the 
rise and fall of civilizations, empires, and 
societies in Africa, Asia, Europe, and the 
Americas. 
6.G.1.1 Explain how human and physical 
characteristics impacted migration and 

The points of focus in this unit include geography’s influence on the development of Rome, the 
evolution of government from republic to empire, Roman culture, the origins of Christianity, and 
the fall of Rome. 

Sample Learning Targets Possible Key Terms/Topics 
• I can identify what causes 

civilizations to expand and collapse.  
• I can explain the requirement of 

citizenship in societies.  
• I can understand the cultural 

expressions of the Roman Empire 
and what they can tell us about their 
values and beliefs.  

Republic 
Province 
Persecute 
Tolerate 
Elect/Election 
Civil War 
Wealth 
Corruption 
Patricians 
Aqueducts 
Barbarians 
Jesus 
Arch 
Chariot 
Theater  
Gods & Goddesses  
Gospels 
Apostles 
Centuries/Centurions 
Gladiators 
Resurrection 
Decline 
Magistrates 
Alps 
Mt. Vesuvius 
Empire 
Cleopatra  
Christianity  
Silk Road 
Roman Bath 
Pantheon 
Justinian  

Sources/Strategies 
 
Actively Learn: Early Societies – Empires 
and Civilizations: Rome 
 
Discovery Education - Rome 
 
Common Lit: Ancient Rome 

https://read.activelylearn.com/#teacher/catalog/social-studies/ancient-rome-and-early-christianity
https://read.activelylearn.com/#teacher/catalog/social-studies/ancient-rome-and-early-christianity
https://clever.discoveryeducation.com/learn/channels/channel/4ffe4c23-0c1a-4356-8744-bde576e5c907?embed=false&embed_origin=false
https://www.commonlit.org/en/text-sets/ancient-rome


settlement in various regions in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas 
6.G.1.2 Explain how movement and settlement 
patterns affected the development of 
civilizations, empires, and societies in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 
6.G.1.3 Explain how innovation and technology 
influenced the migration and settlement of 
people and the flow of goods and ideas in 
various civilizations and empires in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 
6.G.1.4 Explain how societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas modified and 
adapted to the environment based on 
topography, climate, bodies of water, and 
natural resources. 
6.H.1.1 Explain the role various events, people, 
and groups played in the rise, fall, and 
transformation of societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe, and the Americas. 
6.H.1.2 Explain the enduring impact of the 
achievements of ancient civilizations in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas in terms of the 
relevance of present-day society. 
6.H.1.3 Compare multiple perspectives of 
various historical events in civilizations in 
Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas 
using primary and secondary sources. 

Hannibal 
Military Training/ Structure 
Nero 
Pompeii 
Punic Wars 
Peninsula 
Tiber River 
Julius Caesar 
Plebeians 
Romulus & Remus 
Slaves 
Role of Women 
Circus 
Constantine 
Constantinople  
Justinian Code 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Quarter 3:  

• India 
• China 
• Japan 

 

High Yield Strategies: More High Yield Strategies can be found on the OCS Website (must be logged in) 

Hexagonal Thinking – templates are in Planning Help 

Planning Help 

Graphic Organizers 

Journaling in the History Classroom 

 

Use 6th Grade Social Studies Unpacking Document for Extra Support.  
 

 

Resources below may require a teacher registration or log-in. Everyone has access to Discovery Education in Onslow County. 
Contact your media specialist or DLTF for login assistance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/hexagonal-thinking/
https://onslowcountyschools.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/6-8MiddleSocialStudies2019-20/Eolq-WHkQmZPi3x5HKpLT-cB-XtJXdv1m_dkDFaVt0kGGQ?e=ykFmab
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/free-graphic-organizer-templates
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/journals-facing-history-classroom
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/social-studies-6th-grade-unpacking-document-fall-2021-implementation


Unit Five Guide: India - 3 Weeks                                                                                                                                                              Back to Pacing Glance 
Priority Objectives Overview 

Inquiry Strand 
6.B.1.1 Explain how religion, tradition, and 
cultural practice influence the development 
of civilizations and societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas. 
6.B.1.2 Explain how artistic expressions reflect 
the values of civilizations in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas. 
6.B.1.3 Compare systems of social structure 
within various civilizations and societies in 
Africa, Asia, Europe and the Americas over 
time. 
6.C&G.1.1 Compare the structures of 
governmental systems in civilizations and 
societies in Africa, Asia, Europe and the 
Americas. 
6.C&G. 1.2 Compare how different types of 
government maintain power and authority. 
6.C&G. 1.3 Compare the requirements for 
citizenship under various civilizations, 
empires, and societies. 
6.C&G. 1.4 Compare the evolution of laws and 
legal systems in various civilizations, empires, 
and societies in Africa, Asia, Europe and the 
Americas. 
6.C&G.1.5 Summarize the beliefs and practices 
that shaped power and authority in various 
civilizations, empires, and societies in Africa, 
Asia, Europe and the Americas. 
6.C&G.1.6 Explain the reasons for the rise and 
fall of governments and authority in 
civilizations and empires of Africa, Asia, 
Europe, and the Americas. 
6.E.1.1 Explain how trade routes and economic 
networks contribute to the development of 
civilizations, empires, and classical societies in 
Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 
6.E.1.2 Explain the economic reasons for the 
rise and fall of civilizations, empires, and 
societies in Africa, Asia, Europe, and the 
Americas. 
6.G.1.1 Explain how human and physical 
characteristics impacted migration and 

The points of focus in this unit includes both Ancient and Classical India through the lens of 
geography, social structure, religion and politics.  

Sample Learning Targets Possible Key Terms/Topics 
• I can identify how religion influences 

the way people live their lives.  
• I can explain the how religion and 

social structure influence the 
political systems in Ancient and 
Classical India.  

• I can describe how a period of peace 
can help lead to advancements in 
Indian society.  

Caste 
Class 
Subcontinent 
Outcast 
Legacy 
Enlighten 
Tradition 
Monsoon 
Meditation 
Reincarnation 
Isolate 
Innovation 
Karma 
Dharma 
Buddha  
Angkor Wat 
Aryans 
Sanskrit  
Mohenjo-Daro  
Pariah 
Reverence 
Bronze 
Conquer 
Invasion 
Devas 
Vishnu 
Shiva 
Holi 
Diwali 
Mandalas 
Tibetan Buddhism 
Silk Road 

Sources/Strategies 
 
Actively Learn: Early Societies – Empires 
and Civilizations: India 
 
Discovery Education – Ancient India 
 
 

https://read.activelylearn.com/#teacher/catalog/social-studies/indian-civilizations-and-empires
https://read.activelylearn.com/#teacher/catalog/social-studies/indian-civilizations-and-empires
https://clever.discoveryeducation.com/learn/search?q=ancient+india&grade_id=5d4418a2-d98a-4212-88ad-c7ee11956ddd&grade_id=b10f8967-865e-45d9-af38-25a4308ef9c1&grade_id=650b6512-e320-45a3-b00f-27c7d8d89972


settlement in various regions in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas 
6.G.1.2 Explain how movement and settlement 
patterns affected the development of 
civilizations, empires, and societies in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 
6.G.1.3 Explain how innovation and technology 
influenced the migration and settlement of 
people and the flow of goods and ideas in 
various civilizations and empires in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 
6.G.1.4 Explain how societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas modified and 
adapted to the environment based on 
topography, climate, bodies of water, and 
natural resources. 
6.H.1.1 Explain the role various events, people, 
and groups played in the rise, fall, and 
transformation of societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe, and the Americas. 
6.H.1.2 Explain the enduring impact of the 
achievements of ancient civilizations in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas in terms of the 
relevance of present-day society. 
6.H.1.3 Compare multiple perspectives of 
various historical events in civilizations in 
Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas 
using primary and secondary sources. 

Hindu Kush 
Himalayas 
Western & Eastern Ghats 
Indian Ocean 
Indus River 
Ganges River 
Brahmaputra River 
Dali Lama 
Reverence for cows 
Upanishads 
Guru 
Monks 
Monasteries 
Mosha 
Nirvana  
Gupta Empire 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Units Five and Six Guide: China and Japan - 6 Weeks                                                                                                                          Back to Pacing Glance 
Priority Objectives Overview 

Inquiry Strand 
6.B.1.1 Explain how religion, tradition, and 
cultural practice influence the development 
of civilizations and societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas. 
6.B.1.2 Explain how artistic expressions reflect 
the values of civilizations in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas. 
6.B.1.3 Compare systems of social structure 
within various civilizations and societies in 
Africa, Asia, Europe and the Americas over 
time. 
6.C&G.1.1 Compare the structures of 
governmental systems in civilizations and 
societies in Africa, Asia, Europe and the 
Americas. 
6.C&G. 1.2 Compare how different types of 
government maintain power and authority. 
6.C&G. 1.3 Compare the requirements for 
citizenship under various civilizations, 
empires, and societies. 
6.C&G. 1.4 Compare the evolution of laws and 
legal systems in various civilizations, empires, 
and societies in Africa, Asia, Europe and the 
Americas. 
6.C&G.1.5 Summarize the beliefs and practices 
that shaped power and authority in various 
civilizations, empires, and societies in Africa, 
Asia, Europe and the Americas. 
6.C&G.1.6 Explain the reasons for the rise and 
fall of governments and authority in 
civilizations and empires of Africa, Asia, 
Europe, and the Americas. 
6.E.1.1 Explain how trade routes and economic 
networks contribute to the development of 
civilizations, empires, and classical societies in 
Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 
6.E.1.2 Explain the economic reasons for the 
rise and fall of civilizations, empires, and 
societies in Africa, Asia, Europe, and the 
Americas. 
6.G.1.1 Explain how human and physical 
characteristics impacted migration and 

Understanding the development of both Ancient China and Japan gives understanding 
of geography, politics, dynasties, and social order that is unique to the area.  

Sample Learning Targets Possible Key Terms/Topics 
• I can identify how the geography of 

China affected its development, 
achievements, and technology.  

• I can explore how philosophy and 
beliefs influence societies and 
governments and China and Japan.  

• I can understand the economic 
effect of control of resources.   

Adapt 
Canal 
Civil Service 
Dynasty 
Emperor 
Hierarchy 
Mandate of Heaven 
Modify 
Monopoly 
Peasant 
Philosophy 
Gunpowder 
Silk Road 
Qin Shi Huangdi  
Jade 
Confucianism  
Legalism 
Tang Dynasty 
Song Dynasty 
Mongols 
Genghis Khan  
Terra Cotta soldiers 
Himalayas, 
Tien Shan, Kunlun 
Taklamakan Desert 
Gobi Desert 
Tibetan Plateau 
Huang He River 
Yangtze River 
Great Wall  
Porcelain  
Han Dynasty 

Sources/Strategies 
 
Actively Learn: Early Societies – Empires 
and Civilizations: China 
 
Discovery Education – Ancient China 
 
Discovery Education – Ancient Japan 
 
 

https://read.activelylearn.com/#teacher/catalog/social-studies/chinese-civilizations-and-empires
https://read.activelylearn.com/#teacher/catalog/social-studies/chinese-civilizations-and-empires
https://clever.discoveryeducation.com/learn/search?grade_id=5d4418a2-d98a-4212-88ad-c7ee11956ddd&grade_id=b10f8967-865e-45d9-af38-25a4308ef9c1&grade_id=650b6512-e320-45a3-b00f-27c7d8d89972&q=ancient+china
https://clever.discoveryeducation.com/learn/search?grade_id=5d4418a2-d98a-4212-88ad-c7ee11956ddd&grade_id=b10f8967-865e-45d9-af38-25a4308ef9c1&grade_id=650b6512-e320-45a3-b00f-27c7d8d89972&q=ancient+japan


settlement in various regions in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas 
6.G.1.2 Explain how movement and settlement 
patterns affected the development of 
civilizations, empires, and societies in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 
6.G.1.3 Explain how innovation and technology 
influenced the migration and settlement of 
people and the flow of goods and ideas in 
various civilizations and empires in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 
6.G.1.4 Explain how societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas modified and 
adapted to the environment based on 
topography, climate, bodies of water, and 
natural resources. 
6.H.1.1 Explain the role various events, people, 
and groups played in the rise, fall, and 
transformation of societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe, and the Americas. 
6.H.1.2 Explain the enduring impact of the 
achievements of ancient civilizations in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas in terms of the 
relevance of present-day society. 
6.H.1.3 Compare multiple perspectives of 
various historical events in civilizations in 
Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas 
using primary and secondary sources. 

Zhou Dynasty 
Daoism 
Clan 
Haiku 
Artisan 
Origami 
Mt. Fuji 
Ring of Fire 
Zen 
Zen Buddhism  
Tsunami 
Typhoon 
Volcanoes 
Shintoism 
Kami  
Shogun 
Samurai 
Daimyo 
Feudalism 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Quarter 4:  

• African Kingdoms 
• Mesoamerica 
• Middle Ages 

 

High Yield Strategies: More High Yield Strategies can be found on the OCS Website (must be logged in) 

Hexagonal Thinking – templates are in Planning Help 

Planning Help 

Graphic Organizers 

Journaling in the History Classroom 

 

Use 6th Grade Social Studies Unpacking Document for Extra Support.  
 

 

Resources below may require a teacher registration or log-in. Everyone has access to Discovery Education in Onslow County. 
Contact your media specialist or DLTF for login assistance.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/hexagonal-thinking/
https://onslowcountyschools.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/6-8MiddleSocialStudies2019-20/Eolq-WHkQmZPi3x5HKpLT-cB-XtJXdv1m_dkDFaVt0kGGQ?e=ykFmab
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/free-graphic-organizer-templates
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/journals-facing-history-classroom
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/social-studies-6th-grade-unpacking-document-fall-2021-implementation


Unit Seven Guide: African Kingdoms                                                                                                                                                         Back to Pacing Glance 
Priority Objectives Have Ideas for this unit?  

Inquiry Strand 
6.B.1.1 Explain how religion, tradition, and 
cultural practice influence the development 
of civilizations and societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas. 
6.B.1.2 Explain how artistic expressions reflect 
the values of civilizations in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas. 
6.B.1.3 Compare systems of social structure 
within various civilizations and societies in 
Africa, Asia, Europe and the Americas over 
time. 
6.C&G.1.1 Compare the structures of 
governmental systems in civilizations and 
societies in Africa, Asia, Europe and the 
Americas. 
6.C&G. 1.2 Compare how different types of 
government maintain power and authority. 
6.C&G. 1.3 Compare the requirements for 
citizenship under various civilizations, 
empires, and societies. 
6.C&G. 1.4 Compare the evolution of laws and 
legal systems in various civilizations, empires, 
and societies in Africa, Asia, Europe and the 
Americas. 
6.C&G.1.5 Summarize the beliefs and practices 
that shaped power and authority in various 
civilizations, empires, and societies in Africa, 
Asia, Europe and the Americas. 
6.C&G.1.6 Explain the reasons for the rise and 
fall of governments and authority in 
civilizations and empires of Africa, Asia, 
Europe, and the Americas. 
6.E.1.1 Explain how trade routes and economic 
networks contribute to the development of 
civilizations, empires, and classical societies in 
Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 
6.E.1.2 Explain the economic reasons for the 
rise and fall of civilizations, empires, and 
societies in Africa, Asia, Europe, and the 
Americas. 
6.G.1.1 Explain how human and physical 
characteristics impacted migration and 

Complete this form to submit ideas and lessons for this unit! 
Sample Learning Targets Possible Key Terms/Topics 

• I can identify how the geography of 
the African Kingdoms influenced 
development and interactions of the 
area.  

• I can describe major historical 
figures of Ancient Africa.  

• I can understand how trade and 
resources were influential in Ancient 
Africa.  

• Mali 
• Ghana 
• Zimbabwe  
• Axum 
• Bantu 
• Cataracts 
• Commodity 
• Desertification  
• Ethiopia 
• Griot 
• Mansa Musa 
• Sahara 
• Savannah 
• Surplus 
• Swahili  

Sources/Strategies: 
 
Actively Learn: Early Societies –Empires 
and Civilizations: Africa 
 
Discovery Education – Ancient Africa 
 
Literacy Connections:  
 
Writing in Social Studies 
Reading in Social Studies 
Instructional Framework High-Yield 
Strategies 
 
Need more literacy connection ideas? 
Email Hannah Hill for more!  
 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=2oj0MM90xkqfNEBYMyDapJzYzqkkRPhLv3sfuQ4cZ85UOUxFTTBOTzhUMDlHN1dSQjNXTlBTQ1dRNi4u
https://read.activelylearn.com/#/teacher/catalog/social-studies/african-civilizations
https://read.activelylearn.com/#/teacher/catalog/social-studies/african-civilizations
https://clever.discoveryeducation.com/learn/search?q=ancient+africa&grade_id=5d4418a2-d98a-4212-88ad-c7ee11956ddd&grade_id=b10f8967-865e-45d9-af38-25a4308ef9c1&grade_id=650b6512-e320-45a3-b00f-27c7d8d89972
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/2008/05/02/SSWAC.pdf?rev=27fece9d36354963b4a9f142dc3b34e9
https://www.socialstudies.com/blog/8-close-reading-strategies-to-develop-literacy-skills-in-social-studies/
https://www.onslow.k12.nc.us/Page/27762
https://www.onslow.k12.nc.us/Page/27762


settlement in various regions in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas 
6.G.1.2 Explain how movement and settlement 
patterns affected the development of 
civilizations, empires, and societies in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 
6.G.1.3 Explain how innovation and technology 
influenced the migration and settlement of 
people and the flow of goods and ideas in 
various civilizations and empires in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 
6.G.1.4 Explain how societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas modified and 
adapted to the environment based on 
topography, climate, bodies of water, and 
natural resources. 
6.H.1.1 Explain the role various events, people, 
and groups played in the rise, fall, and 
transformation of societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe, and the Americas. 
6.H.1.2 Explain the enduring impact of the 
achievements of ancient civilizations in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas in terms of the 
relevance of present-day society. 
6.H.1.3 Compare multiple perspectives of 
various historical events in civilizations in 
Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas 
using primary and secondary sources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit Eight Guide: Mesoamerica                                                                                                                                                                   Back to Pacing Glance 
Priority Objectives Have Ideas for this unit?  

Inquiry Strand 
6.B.1.1 Explain how religion, tradition, and 
cultural practice influence the development 
of civilizations and societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas. 
6.B.1.2 Explain how artistic expressions reflect 
the values of civilizations in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas. 
6.B.1.3 Compare systems of social structure 
within various civilizations and societies in 
Africa, Asia, Europe and the Americas over 
time. 
6.C&G.1.1 Compare the structures of 
governmental systems in civilizations and 
societies in Africa, Asia, Europe and the 
Americas. 
6.C&G. 1.2 Compare how different types of 
government maintain power and authority. 
6.C&G. 1.3 Compare the requirements for 
citizenship under various civilizations, 
empires, and societies. 
6.C&G. 1.4 Compare the evolution of laws and 
legal systems in various civilizations, empires, 
and societies in Africa, Asia, Europe and the 
Americas. 
6.C&G.1.5 Summarize the beliefs and practices 
that shaped power and authority in various 
civilizations, empires, and societies in Africa, 
Asia, Europe and the Americas. 
6.C&G.1.6 Explain the reasons for the rise and 
fall of governments and authority in 
civilizations and empires of Africa, Asia, 
Europe, and the Americas. 
6.E.1.1 Explain how trade routes and economic 
networks contribute to the development of 
civilizations, empires, and classical societies in 
Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 
6.E.1.2 Explain the economic reasons for the 
rise and fall of civilizations, empires, and 
societies in Africa, Asia, Europe, and the 
Americas. 
6.G.1.1 Explain how human and physical 
characteristics impacted migration and 

Complete this form to submit ideas and lessons for this unit! 
Sample Learning Targets Possible Key Terms/Topics 

• I can identify how the geography of 
the different Mesoamerican empires 
influenced development and 
interactions of the area.  

• I can describe major historical 
figures of Mesoamerica.  

• I can understand how conquest 
affected the region of Mesoamerica.   

• Maya 
• Aztec 
• Tenochtitlan 
• Chinampas 
• Inca 
• Olmec 
• Glyph 
• Empire 
• Conquistador 
• Isthmus 
• Maize 
• Andes Mountain 
• Terrace Farming  

Sources/Strategies: 
 
Actively Learn: Early Societies – Empires 
and Civilizations - Americas 
 
Discovery Education - Mesoamerica 
 
Literacy Connections:  
 
Writing in Social Studies 
Reading in Social Studies 
Instructional Framework High-Yield 
Strategies 
 
Need more literacy connection ideas? 
Email Hannah Hill for more!  
 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=2oj0MM90xkqfNEBYMyDapJzYzqkkRPhLv3sfuQ4cZ85UOUxFTTBOTzhUMDlHN1dSQjNXTlBTQ1dRNi4u
https://read.activelylearn.com/#/teacher/catalog/social-studies/american-civilizations-and-empires
https://read.activelylearn.com/#/teacher/catalog/social-studies/american-civilizations-and-empires
https://clever.discoveryeducation.com/learn/search?grade_id=5d4418a2-d98a-4212-88ad-c7ee11956ddd&grade_id=b10f8967-865e-45d9-af38-25a4308ef9c1&grade_id=650b6512-e320-45a3-b00f-27c7d8d89972&q=mesoamerica
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/2008/05/02/SSWAC.pdf?rev=27fece9d36354963b4a9f142dc3b34e9
https://www.socialstudies.com/blog/8-close-reading-strategies-to-develop-literacy-skills-in-social-studies/
https://www.onslow.k12.nc.us/Page/27762
https://www.onslow.k12.nc.us/Page/27762


settlement in various regions in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas 
6.G.1.2 Explain how movement and settlement 
patterns affected the development of 
civilizations, empires, and societies in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 
6.G.1.3 Explain how innovation and technology 
influenced the migration and settlement of 
people and the flow of goods and ideas in 
various civilizations and empires in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 
6.G.1.4 Explain how societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas modified and 
adapted to the environment based on 
topography, climate, bodies of water, and 
natural resources. 
6.H.1.1 Explain the role various events, people, 
and groups played in the rise, fall, and 
transformation of societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe, and the Americas. 
6.H.1.2 Explain the enduring impact of the 
achievements of ancient civilizations in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas in terms of the 
relevance of present-day society. 
6.H.1.3 Compare multiple perspectives of 
various historical events in civilizations in 
Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas 
using primary and secondary sources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit Nine Guide: Middle Ages                                                                                                                                                                     Back to Pacing Glance 
Priority Objectives Have Ideas for this unit?  

Inquiry Strand 
6.B.1.1 Explain how religion, tradition, and 
cultural practice influence the development 
of civilizations and societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas. 
6.B.1.2 Explain how artistic expressions reflect 
the values of civilizations in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas. 
6.B.1.3 Compare systems of social structure 
within various civilizations and societies in 
Africa, Asia, Europe and the Americas over 
time. 
6.C&G.1.1 Compare the structures of 
governmental systems in civilizations and 
societies in Africa, Asia, Europe and the 
Americas. 
6.C&G. 1.2 Compare how different types of 
government maintain power and authority. 
6.C&G. 1.3 Compare the requirements for 
citizenship under various civilizations, 
empires, and societies. 
6.C&G. 1.4 Compare the evolution of laws and 
legal systems in various civilizations, empires, 
and societies in Africa, Asia, Europe and the 
Americas. 
6.C&G.1.5 Summarize the beliefs and practices 
that shaped power and authority in various 
civilizations, empires, and societies in Africa, 
Asia, Europe and the Americas. 
6.C&G.1.6 Explain the reasons for the rise and 
fall of governments and authority in 
civilizations and empires of Africa, Asia, 
Europe, and the Americas. 
6.E.1.1 Explain how trade routes and economic 
networks contribute to the development of 
civilizations, empires, and classical societies in 
Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 
6.E.1.2 Explain the economic reasons for the 
rise and fall of civilizations, empires, and 
societies in Africa, Asia, Europe, and the 
Americas. 
6.G.1.1 Explain how human and physical 
characteristics impacted migration and 

Complete this form to submit ideas and lessons for this unit! 
Sample Learning Targets Possible Key Terms/Topics 

• I can explain how the fall of Rome 
led to the Middle Ages.   

• I can understand how society 
expectation influenced behavior 
during the Middle Ages.  

• Chivalry 
• Feudalism  
• Guild 
• Knight 
• Magna Carta 
• Manor 
• Medieval 
• Serf 
• Parliament 
• Vassal   

Sources/Strategies: 
 
Actively Learn: Feudal Society: Medieval 
Europe 
 
Discovery Education – Medieval History 
 
Literacy Connections:  
 
Writing in Social Studies 
Reading in Social Studies 
Instructional Framework High-Yield 
Strategies 
 
Need more literacy connection ideas? 
Email Hannah Hill for more!  
 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=2oj0MM90xkqfNEBYMyDapJzYzqkkRPhLv3sfuQ4cZ85UOUxFTTBOTzhUMDlHN1dSQjNXTlBTQ1dRNi4u
https://read.activelylearn.com/#/teacher/catalog/social-studies/medieval-europe
https://read.activelylearn.com/#/teacher/catalog/social-studies/medieval-europe
https://clever.discoveryeducation.com/learn/channels/channel/a2d70e33-0950-4eb4-b298-38cfe720b617/tab/8e5846d5-7420-4b1a-8532-13f1085080ac
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/2008/05/02/SSWAC.pdf?rev=27fece9d36354963b4a9f142dc3b34e9
https://www.socialstudies.com/blog/8-close-reading-strategies-to-develop-literacy-skills-in-social-studies/
https://www.onslow.k12.nc.us/Page/27762
https://www.onslow.k12.nc.us/Page/27762


settlement in various regions in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas 
6.G.1.2 Explain how movement and settlement 
patterns affected the development of 
civilizations, empires, and societies in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 
6.G.1.3 Explain how innovation and technology 
influenced the migration and settlement of 
people and the flow of goods and ideas in 
various civilizations and empires in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 
6.G.1.4 Explain how societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the Americas modified and 
adapted to the environment based on 
topography, climate, bodies of water, and 
natural resources. 
6.H.1.1 Explain the role various events, people, 
and groups played in the rise, fall, and 
transformation of societies in Africa, Asia, 
Europe, and the Americas. 
6.H.1.2 Explain the enduring impact of the 
achievements of ancient civilizations in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas in terms of the 
relevance of present-day society. 
6.H.1.3 Compare multiple perspectives of 
various historical events in civilizations in 
Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas 
using primary and secondary sources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6th Grade Aligned Standards for ELA Informational, Writing, 
and 2021 Social Studies Standards  

 

Links for NCDPI Standards Unpacking Documents 

 

6th Grade English/Language Arts 

6th Grade 2021 Social Studies 

 

Please refer to the documents for further standard/objective 
breakdown and in class examples. 

6th Grade ELA Informational and Writing Priority Standards are 
bolded. 

All Social Studies Inquiry Standards help to support the 
content standards and should be integrated throughout.  

 

https://www.dpi.nc.gov/documents/cfss/parents/understanding-ela-standard-course-study-grade-6/open
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/social-studies-6th-grade-unpacking-document-fall-2021-implementation/open


 
Reading for Information 

Standards 
Aligned Writing Standards Aligned Social Studies 

Standards and Objectives 
RI.6.1 - Cite textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text. 

W.6.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts to 
examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, 
and analysis of relevant content. 
a. Organize information and ideas around a 
topic to plan and prepare to write. 
b. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, 
concepts, and information, using strategies such 
as definition, 
classification, comparison/contrast, and 
cause/effect; include formatting, graphics, and 
multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 
c. Develop the topic with relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples. 
d. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the 
relationships among ideas and concepts. 
e. Use precise language and domain-
specific vocabulary to inform about or explain 
the topic. 
f. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
g. Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from the information or 
explanation presented. 
h. With some guidance and support from 
peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing 
as needed by revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 
a new approach, with consideration to task, 
purpose, and audience. 

 

Inquiry Strand 
• I.1.3 – Analyze details, central ideas and 

inferences from sources using discipline-
specific strategies 

• I.1.4 – Assess the credibility of primary 
and secondary sources using the origin, 
authority, structure, credibility, reliability, 
and context of the sources to guide the 
selection 

6.B.1 – Understand ways on which culture 
influence civilizations.  

• 6.B.1.2 – Explain how artistic expressions 
reflect the values of civilizations on 
Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas 

 

 



 
Reading for Information 

Standards 
Aligned Writing Standards Aligned Social Studies 

Standards and Objectives 
RI.6.2 - Determine a central idea of a text and 
how it is conveyed through particular details; 
provide a summary of the text distinct from 
personal opinions or judgments. 

W.6.3 - Write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-
structured event sequences. 
a. Organize information and ideas around a 
topic to plan and prepare to write. 
b. Engage and orient the reader by 
establishing a context and introducing a narrator 
and/or characters; organize an event sequence 
that unfolds naturally and logically. 
c. Use narrative techniques, such as 
dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop 
experiences, events, and/or characters. d. Use a 
variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses 
to convey sequence and signal shifts from one 
time frame or setting to another. 
e. Use precise words and phrases, relevant 
descriptive details, and sensory language to 
convey experiences and events. f. Provide a 
conclusion that follows from the narrated 
experiences or events. 
g. With some guidance and support from peers 
and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, with consideration to task, purpose, 
and audience. 

W.6.4 - Use digital tools and resources to 
produce and publish writing as well as to interact 
and collaborate with others; demonstrate 
sufficient word processing skills. 

Inquiry Strand 
• I.1.3 – Analyze details, central ideas and 

inferences from sources using discipline-
specific strategies 

• I.1.4 – Assess the credibility of primary 
and secondary sources using the origin, 
authority, structure, credibility, reliability, 
and context of the sources to guide the 
selection 

6.B.1 – Understand ways on which culture 
influence civilizations.  

• 6.B.1.2 – Explain how artistic expressions 
reflect the values of civilizations on 
Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas 

 

 



 
Reading for Information 

Standards 
Aligned Writing Standards Aligned Social Studies 

Standards and Objectives 
RI.6.3 - Analyze in detail how a key individual, 
event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and 
elaborated in a text. 

W.6.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts to 
examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, 
and analysis of relevant content. 
a. Organize information and ideas around a 
topic to plan and prepare to write. 
b. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, 
concepts, and information, using strategies such 
as definition, 
classification, comparison/contrast, and 
cause/effect; include formatting, graphics, and 
multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 
c. Develop the topic with relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples. 
d. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the 
relationships among ideas and concepts. 
e. Use precise language and domain-
specific vocabulary to inform about or explain 
the topic. 
f. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
g. Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from the information or 
explanation presented. 
h. With some guidance and support from 
peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing 
as needed by revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 
a new approach, with consideration to task, 
purpose, and audience. 

W.6.3 - Write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-
structured event sequences. 
a. Organize information and ideas around a 
topic to plan and prepare to write. 
b. Engage and orient the reader by 
establishing a context and introducing a narrator 

Inquiry Strand 
• I.1.3 – Analyze details, central ideas and 

inferences from sources using discipline-
specific strategies 

• I.1.4 – Assess the credibility of primary 
and secondary sources using the origin, 
authority, structure, credibility, reliability, 
and context of the sources to guide the 
selection 

6.H.1 – Understand the development of 
civilizations and societies from different 
perspectives 

• 6. H.1.2 – Explain the enduring impact of 
the achievements of ancient civilizations 
in Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas 
in terms of the relevance of present-day 
society.  

• 6.H.1.3 – Compare multiple perspectives 
of various perspectives of various 
historical events in civilizations in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas using 
primary and secondary sources.  

• 6.H.1.4 – Explain the role various events, 
people, and groups played in the rise, fall, 
and transformation of societies in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas 

6.G.1 – Understand the geographical factors that 
influence human migration and settlement 

• 6.G.1.1 – Explain how human and physical 
characteristics impacted migration and 
settlement in various regions in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas.  

6.G&G.1 – Understand the purpose of 
government and authority 

• 6.C&G,1,2 – Compare how different types 
of government maintain power and 
authority 



and/or characters; organize an event sequence 
that unfolds naturally and logically. 
c. Use narrative techniques, such as 
dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop 
experiences, events, and/or characters. d. Use a 
variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses 
to convey sequence and signal shifts from one 
time frame or setting to another. 
e. Use precise words and phrases, relevant 
descriptive details, and sensory language to 
convey experiences and events. f. Provide a 
conclusion that follows from the narrated 
experiences or events. 
g. With some guidance and support from peers 
and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, with consideration to task, purpose, 
and audience. 

W.6.4 - Use digital tools and resources to 
produce and publish writing as well as to interact 
and collaborate with others; demonstrate 
sufficient word processing skills. 

• 6.C&G.1.3 – Compare the requirements 
for citizenship under various civilizations, 
empires, and societies 

• 6.C&G.1.4 – Compare the evolution of 
laws and legal systems in various 
civilizations, empires, and societies in 
Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas 

• 6.C&G.1.5 – Summarize the beliefs and 
practices that shaped power and 
authority in various civilizations, empires, 
and societies in Africa, Asia, Europe, and 
the Americas 

6.B.1 – Understand ways on which culture 
influence civilizations.  

• 6.B.1.1 – Explain how religion, tradition, 
and cultural practice influence the 
development of civilizations and societies 
in Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas 

• 6.B.1.2 – Explain how artistic expressions 
reflect the values of civilizations on 
Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas 

• Compare systems of social structure 
within various civilizations and societies in 
Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas 
over time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Reading for Information 

Standards 
Aligned Writing Standards Aligned Social Studies 

Standards and Objectives 
RI.6.4 - Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text; analyze the 
impact of a specific word choice on meaning. 

 Inquiry Strand 
• I.1.3 – Analyze details, central ideas and 

inferences from sources using discipline-
specific strategies 

RI.6.5 - Analyze how a particular sentence, 
paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the 
overall structure of a text and 
contributes to the development of the ideas. 

 Inquiry Strand 
• I.1.3 – Analyze details, central ideas and 

inferences from sources using discipline-
specific strategies 

RI.6.6 - Determine an author’s point of view or 
purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed 
in the text. 

W.6.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts to 
examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content. 
a. Organize information and ideas around a topic 
to plan and prepare to write. 
b. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, 
and information, using strategies such as definition, 
classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; 
include formatting, graphics, and multimedia when 
useful to aiding comprehension. 
c. Develop the topic with relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples. 
d. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the 
relationships among ideas and concepts. 
e. Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
f. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
g. Provide a concluding statement or section 
that follows from the information or explanation 
presented. 
h. With some guidance and support from peers 
and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed 
by revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, with consideration to task, purpose, and 
audience. 

W.6.4- Use digital tools and resources to produce and 
publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate 
with others; demonstrate sufficient word processing 
skills. 

Inquiry Strand 
• I.1.3 – Analyze details, central ideas and 

inferences from sources using discipline-
specific strategies 

• I.1.4 – Assess the credibility of primary 
and secondary sources using the origin, 
authority, structure, credibility, reliability, 
and context of the sources to guide the 
selection 

6.H.1 – Understand the development of 
civilizations and societies from different 
perspectives 

• 6.H.1.4 – Explain the role various events, 
people, and groups played in the rise, fall, 
and transformation of societies in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas 

6.B.1 – Understand ways on which culture 
influence civilizations.  

• 6.B.1.2 – Explain how artistic expressions 
reflect the values of civilizations on 
Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas 



 
Reading for Information 

Standards 
Aligned Writing Standards Aligned Social Studies 

Standards and Objectives 
RI.6.7 - Integrate information presented in 
different media or formats, including visually and 
quantitatively, as well as in words to develop a 
coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 

W.6.4- Use  digital tools and resources to 
produce and publish writing as well as to interact 
and collaborate with others; demonstrate 
sufficient word processing skills. 

W.6.5 - Conduct short research projects to 
answer a question, drawing on several sources 
and refocusing the investigation when 
appropriate. 

W.6.6 - Gather relevant information from multiple 
print and digital sources; assess the credibility of 
each source; and quote or paraphrase the data 
and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic 
information for sources. 

Inquiry Strand 
• I.1.3 – Analyze details, central ideas and 

inferences from sources using discipline-
specific strategies 

• I.1.4 – Assess the credibility of primary 
and secondary sources using the origin, 
authority, structure, credibility, reliability, 
and context of the sources to guide the 
selection 

RI.6.8 - Trace and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that 
are supported by reasons and evidence from 
claims that are not. 

W.6.1 - Write arguments to support claims with 
clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
a. Organize information and ideas around 
a topic to plan and prepare to write. 
b. Introduce claim(s) and organize the 
reasons and evidence clearly. 
c. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and 
relevant evidence, using credible sources and 
demonstrating an understanding of the topic or 
text. 
d. Use words, phrases, and clauses to 
clarify the relationships among claim(s) and 
reasons. 
e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from the argument 
presented. 
g. With some guidance and support from 
peers and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, with 
consideration to task, purpose, and audience. 

Inquiry Strand 
• I.1.4 – Assess the credibility of primary 

and secondary sources using the origin, 
authority, structure, credibility, reliability, 
and context of the sources to guide the 
selection 

6.G.1 – Understand the geographical factors that 
influence human migration and settlement 

• 6.G.1.1 – Explain how human and physical 
characteristics impacted migration and 
settlement in various regions in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas.  

 



W.6.4 - Use digital tools and resources to 
produce and publish writing as well as to interact 
and collaborate with others; demonstrate 
sufficient word processing skills. 

Reading for Information 
Standards 

Aligned Writing Standards Aligned Social Studies 
Standards and Objectives 

RI.6.9 - Compare and contrast one author’s 
presentation of events with that of another. 

W.6.1 - Write arguments to support claims with 
clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
a. Organize information and ideas around 
a topic to plan and prepare to write. 
b. Introduce claim(s) and organize the 
reasons and evidence clearly. 
c. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and 
relevant evidence, using credible sources and 
demonstrating an understanding of the topic or 
text. 
d. Use words, phrases, and clauses to 
clarify the relationships among claim(s) and 
reasons. 
e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from the argument 
presented. 
g. With some guidance and support from 
peers and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, with 
consideration to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.6.4 - Use digital tools and resources to 
produce and publish writing as well as to interact 
and collaborate with others; demonstrate 
sufficient word processing skills. 

Inquiry Strand 
• I.1.4 – Assess the credibility of primary 

and secondary sources using the origin, 
authority, structure, credibility, reliability, 
and context of the sources to guide the 
selection 

6.H.1 – Understand the development of 
civilizations and societies from different 
perspectives 

• 6.H.1.4 – Explain the role various events, 
people, and groups played in the rise, fall, 
and transformation of societies in Africa, 
Asia, Europe, and the Americas 

 

RI.6.10 - By the end of grade 6, read and 
understand informational texts within the 6-8 text 
complexity band proficiently and independently 
for sustained periods of time. Connect prior 
knowledge and experiences to text. 

 Inquiry Strand 
• I.1.4 – Assess the credibility of primary 

and secondary sources using the origin, 
authority, structure, credibility, reliability, 
and context of the sources to guide the 
selection 

 


